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whole tendency is towards what has been called a " re-
habilitation " of monogamy: that ancient and well-tried
principle which elsewhere threatens to burst a too-rigid
framework, tends here to reform itself in a new and living
way. Similar interest and common endeavour, which can
last as long as life and are made possible by the new free-
dom of women, replace the brief attraction of a pretty face
or comely form, which are quick in the passing. And in
the Soviet Union, as elsewhere, the child is the cement
which binds the family together.

5. Women are free to take their share in the administra-
tion of the common life. The Supreme Soviet of the
U.S.S.R., the highest legislative organ of the Soviet Union,
includes 189 women among its members: collective farm
workers, tractor drivers, or school teachers, amongst many
more. No parliamentary body in the world can show the
same proportion. And women here, and in all other
administrative bodies, enjoy exactly the same rights as
men, granted willingly by the Soviet authorities, and there-
after wrested from backward husbands and backward
communities. Peasants especially had protested against
" petticoat authority ". The husband who shouted after
his wife, "I'll give you a good hiding if you keep running
off to meetings ", only said what many felt, and when he
gave the beating, he only did what many did. Women
had a long struggle at first in their own backward localities
to realize their new liberty.

Today, however, women enjoy not only the same facilities
for education and training as men, but hold the same kind
of responsible posts in the administrative and social
services. It is impossible to think of a People's Court of
Justice apart from its women members, who impart to it
not only freedom from pomp, but also just that touch of
womanliness, and even motherliness, which Western courts
still lack.

Soviet women in public life regard themselves as instru-
ments for the service of the community. They show in
their sphere that disinterestedness and sincerity which, I
have often observed, distinguish the service, in social and
religious life, of their English sisters. In the Soviet Union